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News Release

Mackenzi e Gas Project extends geotechnical work program
awards additional contracts to Northern conpanies

Calgary, AB., April 1, 2003 - Inperial Ol Resources, on behalf of the Mackenzie
Gas Project proponents, has announced the extension of a geotechnical work
programthat will assist in advancing the proposed project.

The Mackenzie Gas Project is being proposed by Inperial, ConocoPhillips Canada,
Shel | Canada Linited, ExxonMbil Canada and the Aboriginal Pipeline Goup (APG.
The APG was formed in 2000 to represent the interest of the Aboriginal peoples of
the Northwest Territories in the proposed Mackenzie Valley Pipeline.

The extended work program which begins imrediately in the Guvch'in Settlenent

Area (GSA), will collect engineering data that will help to determ ne the optinal
| ocation of the Mackenzie Valley pipeline, including associated facilities. It
will consist primarily of soil analysis and geotechnical surveys needed to

support the devel opnent of regulatory applications for the proposed project.
Regul at ory approval s needed to proceed with the work programin the GSA have been
recei ved.

A simlar programis currently underway in the Inuvialuit Settlement Regi on and
geot echni cal work programs in other regions of the Northwest Territories are
expected in the future.

Contracts required to carry out the geotechnical work program have been awarded
to eight conpanies that are |ocated in, or have business relationships with
organi zations in the GSA. These contracts cover services such as geotechnica
consul ting, geotechnical drilling, |land surveying and emergency medi cal support.
The contracts were awarded t hrough Col t KBR, | ead engi neering contractor for the
Mackenzi e Gas Project.

Speaki ng on behal f of the Mackenzie Delta Producers Group and the APG K. C

Wl lianms, president and chief executive officer, Inperial G| Resources, said
"the Producers Group and the APG appreciate the hard work done by the Gm ch'in
Land Admi nistration and the Gam ch'in Land and Water Board in review ng our
applications. This is an inportant step forward for us."

The Mackenzie Gas Project involves natural gas production facilities, conpression
and gathering pipelines in the Mackenzie Delta area, and a pipeline systemin the
Mackenzie River valley. Inperial is the operator of the gas gathering and

pi pel i ne systens for the project.
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