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News Release

Mackenzie Gas Project initiates geotechnical work program
awards contracts to Northern conpanies

Calgary, AB., March 4, 2003 - Inperial Q| Resources, on behalf of the Mackenzie
Gas Project proponents, has announced the start of a geotechnical work program
that will assist in advancing the proposed project.

The Mackenzie Gas Project is being proposed by Inperial, ConocoPhillips Canada,
Shel | Canada Linited, ExxonMbil Canada and the Aboriginal Pipeline Goup (APG.
The APG was forned in 2000 to represent the interest of the Aboriginal peoples of
the Northwest Territories in the proposed Mackenzie Valley Pipeline.

The work program which begins immediately in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region
(ISR, will collect engineering data that will help to determ ne the opti nal
location of facilities and gathering pipelines. It will consist primarily of
soi | anal ysis and geotechni cal surveys needed to support the devel opnent of

regul atory applications for the proposed project. Regul atory approval s needed to
proceed with the work programin the | SR have been received. Geotechnical work
prograns in other regions of the Northwest Territories are expected in the
future.

Contracts required to carry out the geotechnical work program have been awarded
to eight conpanies located in the | SR These contracts cover services such as
geot echni cal consulting, canmps and catering, geotechnical drilling, |and
surveying and energency nedical support. The contracts were awarded through
Col tKBR, | ead engineering contractor for the Mackenzie Gas Project.

Speaki ng on behal f of the Mackenzie Delta Producers Group and the APG K. C

Wl lians, president and chief executive officer, Inperial G| Resources, said

"l aunching this work marks another inportant step towards the preparation and
filing of regulatory applications for the Mackenzie Gas Project. As the
Producers Group and the APG continue to nove forward, we will ensure the project
remai ns focused on safety, care for the environnent, and technical and execution
excel l ence, as well as the owners' shared objectives for Aboriginal and northern
i nvol venent . "

The Mackenzie Gas Project involves natural gas production facilities, conpression
and gathering pipelines in the Mackenzie Delta area, and a pipeline systemin the
Mackenzie River valley. Inperial is the operator of the gas gathering and

pi peli ne systens for the project.
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