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News Release

| nperi al Announces $350, 000 Literacy Grant to Northern School Boards

Yel | owkni fe, NNWT., Cctober 2, 2002 — Inperial Gl Limted announced today that
the Inperial GO Charitable Foundation (I OCF) has approved a grant of $350,000 to
Nort hwest Territories school boards to pronote literacy prograns.

The grant, payable over four years to school boards in the Northwest Territories,

is to provide funding for school library resources. The objective of this grant
is to support the inproverment of literacy anmong youth in the NWI and enhance
their enmployability skills. The school boards will share the grant noney equally,

to be spent on library resources of their choosing to support the inprovenment of
literacy skills of children fromKindergarten through grade 6. The I1OCF will be
working with the recently-forned Comm ssion Scol ai re Francophone to extend the
programto French students in the Northwest Territories.

"There is no nore inmportant gift we can give children to equip themfor the
future than literacy -- it is the key to opening minds and openi ng doors of
opportunity," says K C. WIllians, senior vice-president and director of Inperial
"I nperial has a long history of working in and with Northern comunities, and a

| ong-standing commitnment to supporting education. So, we are particularly

pl eased and excited to be working with school boards in the Northwest Territories
on this program"”

The Honourabl e Jake Qotes, M nister, Education, Culture & Enployment for the
Government of the Northwest Territories, says, "The need to inprove education

| evels is one of the npbst fundanental issues in the Northwest Territories --
literacy is at the heart of education. Inperial Ol's financial contribution to
this basic need is sincerely and greatly appreciated.”

Cate Sills, executive director of the Northwest Territories Literacy Council
says the funding contributed by Inperial will definitely help, as "every child,
here and across the world, benefits fromdonations to literacy."

Imperial is Canada's |argest integrated petrol eum conpany, and a major petrol eum
products supplier in the Northwest Territories. The conpany has mai ntai ned

conti nuous operations at Nornman Wells, Canada's nost northerly producing
oilfield, since the 1920s. In the 1970s, Inperial discovered a |arge natural gas
resource at Taglu in the Mackenzie Delta, and today is leading an effort to
devel op Northern gas reserves, in cooperation with other resource devel opers and
t he Aborigi nal Pipeline Goup, which represents aboriginal peoples of the

Nort hwest Territories.
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